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idea is to prevent the venom from circulating through the arteries.
Then a cut should be made, half an inch in size, over the bite
with a fine blade and allowed to bleed. After this, the purple
powder of a salt called potassium permanganate should be rubbed
into the cut. This powder is said to be a potent and unfailing
remedy. A tube about one and a half inches in size and shaped
like a stick, with facility for holding the potassium permanganate
on one side and with a small, sharp blade on the other, is also avail-
able in the market for one shilling. If this implement is not at hand,
either another person or the victim himself should suck the wound
and spit out the matter he has sucked up. This cannot be done
by anyone who has sores in the mouth as the sucked-up matter
contains poison. This method is effective only if it is employed
within five to seven minutes of the bite. Once the poison has
entered the blood stream, it is rarely that it can be neutralized.
Juste, who has experimented with mud treatment, declares that
he cured a patient who was supposed to have succumbed to a
snake-bite. The victim was placed in a hole dug in the earth and
given warmth; the poison was drawn out, and there he was, rising
again. Juste reports other similar instances. I have no personal
experience of snake-bite but, having tried the mud treatment in
many other cases, I have come to have unshakable faith in it.
Immediately after a cut has been made at the spot where the
bite has occurred and potassium permanganate rubbed in, or the
poison sucked out, a large mud poultice, half an inch thick, should
be placed over it. For instance, if the hand has been bitten, it
would be well to cover the entire arm with the poultice. Everyone
should keep a tin of such earth ready in bis house. It will be ex-
cellent if the earth be ready powdered and strained, and better
still if kept outside in the sun, at a level where water cannot
reach it- Bandages made from torn clothes should be kept handy.
These preparations prove useful not only in cases of snake-bite,
but also for other accidents, injuries, etc.
If the patient feels drowsy or his breathing stops, artificial
respiration, as in the case of drowning, should be given. In the
former case, he should be given warm water or a decoction of
cloves and cinnamon. The victim should be kept in the open
air but well covered. If his body is getting cold, hot water bottles
should be placed round his body or he should be warmed with
the help of flannel pieces wrung out in hot water.
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